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	Dopamine


Classification
 Sympathomimetic
Action

1. Increases cardiac contractility

2. Causes peripheral vasoconstriction
Indications for Use

1. Significant hypotension (<100mg Hg) with signs and symptoms of hypoperfusion (shock)
2. Hypovolemic shock (only after complete fluid resuscitation)

Contraindications

Hypovolemic shock when complete fluid resuscitation has not occurred

Precautions

1. Use with caution in cardiogenic shock and CHF
2. Should not be administered in the presence of severe tachyarrhythmias
3. Should not be administered in the presence of ventricular fibrillation
4. Ventricular irritability

Dosage

Adult:
5-20 mcg/kg/min. Increase as needed and titrate to effect.

Mix 400mg in 250ml of NS giving a concentration of 1600 mcg/ml.

Peds: 
2-20 mcg/kg/min.

Route

IV drip only
Side Effects / Complications

1. Vasoconstriction

2. Ventricular tachyarrhythmias
3. Hypertension

