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	Oxytocin


Classification

Hormone/uterine stimulant

Action

Causes uterine contraction and lactation.  Used to induce labor and post-delivery contractions to control post-partum hemorrhage.

Indications

Post-partum hemorrhage

Contraindications

1. Prehospital 0 patients suffering severe postpartum hemorrhage

2. Before administration, verify placenta and baby have been delivered and that there is not an additional fetus.

Precautions

Excess oxytocin can cause overstimulation and possible rupture of the uterus

Dosage

1. Post-partum hemorrhage: 3-10 units IM following delivery of placenta

2. 10-20 units in 500 or 1000ml of D5W or LR, titrated to control bleeding

Route

1. IM

2. Slow IV infusion

Side Effects

1. Arrhythmias

2. Hypotension

3. Tachycardia

4. Seizures

5. Nausea and vomiting

6. Fetal hypoxia, asphyxia, intracranial bleeding and arrhythmias

