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Classification

Sympathetic Blocker

Action

1. Blocks Alpha 1 receptors

2. Nonselectively blocks beta receptors
Indications

Hypertensive Crisis with systolic B/P of >185mm/Hg, diastolic B/P of >120mm/HG and 

signs and symptoms of Target Organ Damage (pulmonary edema, vomiting, nausea, chest pain, dyspnea, paralysis, blurred vision)

Contraindications

1. Bronchial asthma

2. Overt cardiac failure (I.E. CHF)

3. Greater than first-degree heart block

4. Cardiogenic shock
5. Severe Bradycardia

6. Hypotension
7. Allergy to beta blockers
Dosages

1. 20 mg IVP over 2 minutes; doses of 40 mg may be repeated in 10 minutes until desired supine BP is obtained or until 300 mg of drug administered.

2. 200mg placed in 500 ml D5W delivered at 2mg/minute
Side Effects / Complications

1. Bradycardia

2. Hypotension

3. Dizziness

4. Ventricular arrhythmias

5. Bronchospasm

Route
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