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	Atropine


Classification 
Antiarrhythmic / Anticholinergic

Action 
Atropine competes with the neurotransmitter acetylcholine for receptor sites, blocking the stimulation of the parasympathetic nerve fibers this blocking action enhances both the sinus node and atrioventricular conduction.

Indications

1. Symptomatic Bradycardia 
2. Asystole

3. Organophosphate poisoning

Contraindications 
None when used in the emergency situation.

Precautions

Maximum dose of 0.04 mg/kg should not be exceeded except in organophosphate poisoning, tachycardia, hypertension, use with caution in patients with myocardial ischemia, Type II AV block or third degree block with wide QRS . Be prepared to pace.
Doses
Adults:
Bradycardia - 0.5mg - 1.0 mg every 5 minutes to maximum dose.(0.04mg/kg)

Asystole - 1.0mg every 3-5 minutes to maximum dose.(0.04mg/kg)

Organophosphate poisoning - 2-5mg. every 15 minute until secretions dry up.

Peds:
0.02 mg/kg (minimum dose 0.1 mg)(max dose 0.5 mg) for first dose may double for second dose.

Route
IV, IM, ETT

Side Effects 
Palpitations, tachycardia, headache, dizziness, anxiety, dry mouth, pupillary dilation, blurred vision, urinary retention

